Welcome to
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Our Vision – Our Mission
To spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to our community and the world.
To be an inclusive downtown community of faith that seeks to embrace everyone in growing spiritually.
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TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
THE LORD’S DAY

November 24, 2019

8:15 and 11:00 a.m.

We Prepare Our Hearts and Minds for Worship
Chiming of the Hour
We Gather with Others in God’s House
Welcome and Announcements
Jarl Hagood – 8:15
Ann VanDenburgh – 11:00

Minute for Missions
Prelude

Count Your Blessings
JoAnn Brandt, handbells

Introit

All Good Gifts

arr. Christine Anderson

Wir Pflugen
Arr. D.M. 1994)

Call to Worship
Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
People: God's steadfast love endures forever.
Leader: Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name.
People: Make known God's deeds among the peoples!
Leader: God blesses us with gifts of love:
People: With food and clothing, home and family.
Leader: God blesses us with daily work:
People: And all we need from day to day.
Leader: God protects us in time of danger:
People: And guards us from every evil.
Leader: God calls us into relationship with him:
People: And forms us into one holy people, the Church of Jesus Christ in this place.
Leader: Therefore shall we offer thanks and praise to the Lord our God.
People: O Lord our God, we will give thanks to you forever.
We Give Praise and Adoration to God
*Hymn of Praise

We Gather Together
*If able please stand

#336

Prayer of Praise and the Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Gloria Patri

Glory Be to the Father

#581

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning is
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.
Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Holy God of all Creation, we count on you for constancy, for change. We want to trust you
in all things, but fear and anxiety cloud our trust. Forgive us for our failing faith. We want
to trust you in all things, but when we face the threat of war, our nights grow long with
worry. Forgive us for our failing faith. We stand before the churning waters of the river of
new life. We look across to new lands filled with promise, but long for the familiarity of
home. Forgive us for our failing faith.
(Time for silent confession)
Assurance of Pardon (Leader)
Amen. Each day the God of all creation offers us an opportunity to trust again, to give ourselves
to Christ, to wade into the muddy wall of water. The Holy One loves us more deeply than we can
ever imagine. Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel. In Jesus Christ you are forgiven.
Passing of the Peace

May the Peace of Christ be with you And also with you

Choir Anthem (11:00 a.m.)

We Thank God
Irving Wolfe
Children’s Choir
arr. C.Piatnek-McCoy
We thank God for a lovely day. For sunshine rays, for happy times to run and play. We thank God
for nice things to see. For clouds on high, when sunset paints a lovely sky. We thank God for good
sounds to hear. For music bright, for songs we sing with heart’s delight.
Prayers of the People
Hymn

Let All Things Now Living

Offertory

*Doxology

#37

For the Beauty of the Earth

by Folliott Pierpoint
arr. by Greg Howlett

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

#606

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him, above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed
First Scripture

Matthew 15:29-39 (N.T. Page 21)

Second Scripture

Ephesians 5:15-20 (N.T. Page 238)
This is the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

“Thanksgiving Blessings”

Sermon

Dr. Watson

We Respond to God’s Word
The Apostles’ Creed

*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
We Depart to Live and Love as Christian Disciples
*Hymn

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

#367

*Charge and Benediction
Response
Postlude

Simple Gifts
Now Thank We All Our God

Shaker Hymn arr. D.M. 1994
Tune by Ahasverus Fritsch
Setting by Johann Sebastian Bach



The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God.

PRAYER LIST
Jeanette Bryant
Randall & Linda Deyton
(Pickard family prayer concerns)
Mary Dingman (death of her mother)
Kathy and Terry Donovan (Nita Williams’ friends)
Stewart Edwards
Hank Fleming (Hawthorne Village Rehab)
Maranell Fleming
Fran Gilchrist
Barbara Gowie
Dick Hancock
Bettie Haupt (illness and death of her husband, Paul)
Adelia Hupp (death of Charles Cheadle)
Kathy Lance (Lois Lance’s daughter-in-law)
Lois Lance
Grietje Lewis

Celine Mack
Ron and Mary McMillin (death of their
Daughter, Lisa Dobbs)
Earl McNeel (Pat Greaves’ brother)
Ray Newhouse (Pat Bishop’s brother)
Raul Nieves (Mina DiGeronimo’s brother)
John Reynolds (Suzy Heinbockel’s brother)
Greg Robinson (Carolyn Varner’s brother)
Michael Rou (Dr. David Albright’s cousin)
Janice Schafer (Palm Garden)
Delores Shotwell
Steve and Keith Shotwell
Jill Hester Whitaker
Bo and Sally Williams
Eleanor Willis (Brentwood at Fore Ranch)
Diane Wirono

Please also remember in prayer all the people who have no one to pray for them.

Our church welcomes you today, no matter who you are,
where you come from, or why you are here.
We are striving to be Christ’s people; and this is Christ’s place with its doors open wide.
If you are passing through, welcome on your journey; if you are looking for a church home,
stay here; if you need instruction, learn with us as we learn from you. We invite all
newcomers to join us for faithful worship, Christian growth, fellowship, and mission.
First Time Visitor - If this is your first time visiting with us today,
please find someone with a Hospitality nametag.
We want to meet you and we have a welcoming gift for you today.
Serving Today at First Presbyterian Church of Ocala
Elder of the Day David Albright
Ushers 9:30

Dave and Amy Schlenker

Ushers 11:00

Don McCormick, Bob Timmer, Dave Bice, Lamar Knepp, Don Hutto, Pat Bishop,
Joe Simmons, Steve Vincent, Roxanne Schwaller, John Reiss.

Calendar
November 24 – November 30, 2019
November 24
8:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

SUN.

Worship Services
Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
Contemporary Worship (Fellowship Hall)
Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

8:15 a.m. – Noon
9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

WED.

9:45 a.m.
November 26
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
November 27

THURS.
FRI.

November 28
November 29

TUES.

Children and Youth Ministries
Nursery: Newborns – 3 year olds (Nursery)
Children’s Church: 4 years – 5th Grade (Room 26)
Education
The Blakely Class (Parlor)
Security Team meeting (Conference Room)
Cross and Crown Praise Band Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)
Disciples XV (no class today)
Disciple Class (no class today)
All Choir rehearsals cancelled today
Happy Thanksgiving (office closed)
Church office closed – no Griefshare today

This Week’s Daily Bible Readings
Sustained by God’s Word of Praise

Wednesday

November 27

Psalm 147

Sunday

November 24

Psalm 144

Thursday

November 28

Psalm 148

Monday

November 25

Psalm 145

Friday

November 29

Psalm 149

Tuesday

November 26

Psalm 146

Saturday

November 30

Psalm 150

Contemporary Worship Service
9:30 a.m.
Ushers: Dave and Amy Schlenker
Acolyte: Skye Caskey
Guest Musician: Leslie Athanason
Welcome and Announcements
Minute for Missions

Cathy Edwards

Opening Prayer
Praise Music
Passing of the Peace

Forever

Everlasting God

Here I am to Worship

Children’s Time
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offertory

Touch the Sky

First Scripture Lesson

Matthew 15:29-39

Second Scripture Lesson

Ephesians 5:15-20

Sermon

“Thanksgiving Blessings”

Dr. Watson

Affirmation (Unison)
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone
we worship and serve. This is the good news we have received, in which we stand, and by which we
are saved if we hold it fast: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day, that he appeared first to women, then Peter, and to the
Twelve, and then to many faithful witnesses. We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living
God. Jesus Christ is the first and the last, the beginning and the end; he is our Lord and our God.
Amen.
Closing Song

We Believe
We follow the Light of Christ into the world

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
2019 Christmas Giving Tree starts today! The beautiful ornaments were created by Hannah
Batten and our children and youth; by Mary Moore and the Wednesday Night Art Connection; and
by Vicki Roberts. Please take as many of the ornaments as you wish and fulfill the gift requests that
are on them. Tape the ornament’s typed gift request to the UNWRAPPED gift and return it to the
church office by December 9th. For monetary gift certificate requests, please make checks payable
to First Presbyterian Church and designate “2019 Giving Tree” on the check’s memo line.
Remember: Unwrapped Gifts Only-Deadline Monday, December 9. Questions? Please contact any
committee member: Becky Schatt, Cathy Edwards, Sue Brawner, Carol Carpenter, Lannie Mercer,
Ann VanDenburgh, Cathy Hancock, Cheryl Fante, Vicky Roberts, Jarl Hagood, Katie White,
Margaret Baker.
Pledges Last Sunday was Dedication Sunday, and many of you brought your pledges forward during
worship. If you were away or somehow missed that opportunity, we would still like to hear from you.
You may place your pledge in the offering plate today or send it to the office. Receiving pledges is a
vital step in our budgeting process. Thank you to all who have already pledged!
The FPC Christmas Tree will be ready for decorating at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, December 3rd. If you
would like to help decorate our beautiful tree, contact John Reiss to volunteer (352)239-6441.
Youth Mission Opportunity On Saturday, December 7, Kaleo youth will travel to Camp
Montgomery to assist with some much-needed cleanup around the camp. If you are available and
would like to earn service hours—or just like helping out, please sign up! We will leave from the
church at 8:00 a.m., work until 12:30 p.m., eat lunch at camp and then return to FPC. Please contact
Hannah Batten (hbatten@fpcocala.org).
Youth & Children’s Disney Christmas Trip Christmas is fast approaching and to celebrate we’re
going to Disney World! We invite any and all children—(those under 12 must be accompanied by a
parent)—and youth to join us on this fun day trip. We will leave from the church at 7:00 a.m. on
Monday, December 23 and return that evening. The ticket prices are $134 for ages 3-9 and $139 for
those 10 and over. To register, or if you have questions or need financial assistance, please contact
Hannah Batten (hbatten@fpcocala.org).
Cameras With a Cause, an Ocala 501(c)(3), is seeking donations of gently-used dress clothes for
its seventh annual portrait event on Dec. 7 at the Salvation Army. Clothing donations can be dropped
off at First Presbyterian Church between 9:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. Tuesdays-Thursdays through the
month of November.
Mission Trip to Puerto Rico with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance FPC is in the planning stages
of a mission trip to Puerto Rico from (tentatively) May 26-June 3, 2020. We will provide non-skilled
and semi-skilled labor (though skilled is great too!) and work out of El Guacio, a Presbyterian Camp
and Conference Center in San Sebastian, Puerto Rico. If you are interested in taking this journey,
email the pastor (drwatson@fpcocala.org) or call the church office 629-7561. We need five more
people. Join us!
Interfaith’s needs this month are canned vegetables or pumpkin, chicken stock, boxed stuffing or
potatoes and toiletries for men and women. Thank you for placing your donations in the narthex or at
the back of Fellowship Hall on Sundays, or by bringing them to the church office during the week. They
are also looking for volunteers….. call Tina at 352-629-8868.

Christmas Cantata 2019

with the Chancel Choir and FPC String Ensemble
Sunday, December 8, 2019

Christmas Calendar
December 1

8:15, 9:30, 11 a.m.

December 8

Christmas Cantata
11 a.m. only
December 11 Christmas Dinner 6 p.m.
December 15
8:15, 9:30, 11 a.m.
December 22
8:15, 9:30, 11 a.m.
December 24
Both Candlelight
5:00 p.m. Contemporary Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Traditional Communion
December 29

11:00 a.m. one service only

11:00 a.m.

