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Our Vision - Our Mission

To spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to our community and the world.
To be an inclusive downtown community of faith that
seeks to embrace everyone in growing spirituality.
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PASTOR
year, but I hope you are moved by and spiritually
uplifted by it, even if we still are not having
congregational singing. O, how I miss hearing your
Our church calendar begins each year with Advent. voices, especially at Christmas.
Advent is the beginning of our Christian faith, the We will be having two more tent worship services.
events leading up to the birth of our Lord and Savior Please carefully note the times:
Jesus Christ. Each year, we as a church try to make
Sunday, December 20 10:00 a.m.
Advent a special time. The challenges of 2020 will
Thursday, December 24 3:00 p.m.
make this a bit different, but here are some ways you
may join us in this spiritual journey. First, Dr. Jones will The session decided to worship on Christmas Eve
be teaching an Advent class, and so far, 18 of you have during daylight hours. We will not have a candlelight
signed up. I hope more can avail themselves of this Christmas Eve service, and we will not be serving
opportunity as he is quite skilled in the art of spiritual communion.
formation and learning. The second thing you can do is
make your own advent wreath at home. You only 126 people worshiped on November 1st in our tent
need five candles and a circle of greenery. If you want service. We are hoping that more of you will come for
to get fancier, you can make the candles three purple, Christmas! Remember, you do not have to get out of
one pink, and one white Christ candle for the middle. your car. You can also worship outdoors. We do ask
The internet is full of resources that have readings, but worshipers coming inside the tent to wear a mask and
you may of course go to the PCUSA website for socially distance themselves. Please do remember to
scriptures, lessons, and our seminaries have offered bring a chair if you can. Also, try and bring extra chairs
for those who might forget theirs or have difficulty
daily Advent resources, especially
carrying chairs. If you come, we will have place
PCUSA
prepared for you!
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/
I have to say something about pledges, but this will be
today/advent2020/
my last newsletter reminder. Thank you for your
Columbia Theological Seminary
pledges! If you haven’t pledged yet, it really helps us
https://www.ctsnet.edu/advent/
as a church in our budget process.
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
May the Advent season be a blessing to you and yours,
Advent Devotionals
and may you humbly approach the manger.
As a church, we will have some special music from our
Bell Choir which is now active again (and socially
distancing) and our Strings. Music will be different this

Dear Friends,

Christmas Peace, Ron

Interim Associate Pastor
Rev. Walk Jones
ADVENT STUDY

Continuing each Tuesday, we have a Bible study by Zoom conference that looks at
four Advent Carols and corresponding Bible stories. This study is helping us prepare our hearts and minds for
an unusual Christmas season. The study began in November, but each week, carol, and Bible verse stand on
its own, so anyone may join us for one or all of the remaining Tuesdays.

Tuesdays, until Christmas. Call Mary Dingman at 817-6720 or email rtdingman@aol.com to sign up (this is
important since she will send zoom information for telephone or computer).

GRIEFSHARE

Surviving the Holidays is a helpful, encouraging seminar for people facing the holidays
after a loved one’s death. Please join us for a seminar on Sunday, December 6, at 2:00 p.m. in the fellowship
hall or by Zoom computer or telephone.
The seminar features video interviews with counselors, grief experts, and other people who have experienced
the holidays after their loved one’s death and who offer practical suggestions and reassurance. These people
share honestly about:
Being prepared for surprising emotions that may hit over the holidays
What to do about traditions and other coming changes
How to handle holiday parties and invitations
How to survive potentially awkward moments with other people
Where to find comfort, strength, and hope in a seemingly hopeless time
Those who attend will receive a Survival Guide filled with practical tips, encouraging words, journaling ideas,
and exercises for daily help through the holiday season.

Tent
Service
November 1, 2020

Session News
Session Brief – November 1, 2020





Approved to have no in-person church service on December 27, 2020. The YouTube service will be
“Lessons and Carols.”
Approved to accept the agreement between FPC Ocala and Marion County Public Schools to use our grass
parking lot for parking cars while some construction is done on the Osceola/Eight Street Elementary
cafeteria. There is no charge and our liability for possible accidents will be covered.
Approved to have the December 6, 2020 Stated Session meeting in the Fellowship Hall in person with
masks and socially distancing.

Scholarship News
Christina Diuguid receives $500 award from the Elton Veal Memorial Scholarship Fund
FPC’s Scholarship Committee has granted lifelong FPC member Christina Diuguid, a $500 scholarship from the Elton Veal Memorial Scholarship fund. After receiving her AA degree from the College of Central
Florida, where she currently is enrolled, Christina plans to complete her
degree in psychology at the University of Central Florida; eventually
aspiring to work with youth.
Christina has been very active throughout her 23 years of membership,
stating, “I have been a faithful member of First Presbyterian Church for
my entire life. I have many fond memories as far back as I can remember that have taken place at this church. From my younger days being
involved in children’s church, through high school being an active member of our youth group which involved mission trips, Montreat youth
conferences, volunteering with VBS and being a very active youth elder.” Since high school graduation, she has stayed involved as a volunteer with FPC’s children’s church and Vacation Bible School programs.

Christina and Camden Diuguid

Christina is the daughter of Denise Caskey and granddaughter of Donna Claus, both long-standing FPC members.

Congratulations, Christina!

Thank Yous
To my dear friends at FPC,
Thank you so much for the calls, cards, flower, gifts and love I have received! You have been so generous with
me. I feel blessed with your prayers and felt everyone of them.
The Doctor says it has healed and I just need to follow precautions!! Therapists are coming 2 or 3 times a
week so they still have me working. I miss you all! Hopefully we will be back together soon.
Thanks again, Love, Wilma Andrews

Presbyterian Women, Pat Greaves, Moderator
As we approach December we find ourselves continuing to remain diligent in being safe from
the COVID virus. Let us focus on the present and anticipate the future, knowing that the Christ
of Bethlehem is with each of us and brings blessings each and every day. During this pandemic,
they are never-ending lists of blessings that can bring us the joy of the Christmas season.
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they
shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”
Matthew 1:23
THE COORDINATING TEAM will not meet until we get into 2021 and see signs of safety to be together. We
continue to work together with our Circle Leaders as we continue with our individual study at home until the
time it is safe to be together in our respective Circles. I encourage each one to set time aside, maybe at the
time you would have met with your Circle and spend time with these lessons. I think you will find
encouragement and strength through the study. I pray that we can all encourage one another during these
trying times. I solicit your prayers for wisdom in leading Presbyterian Women as we plan toward getting the
Circles back together safely.
OUR DECEMBER STUDY LESSON FOUR….is entitled, “Lamenting Death.” We all know the pain of death and
the suffering that comes from the loss of a loved one; and it is especially difficult during this time of Covid to
lose a loved one and not be able to celebrate their life in the manner that we have become accustomed to
during our life time. We have lost dear friends in PW this past year and we will truly miss them. I pray your
holidays will be safe from having any losses in your families or with your friends.
We continue to give thanks again to Tom Weaver as he continues to prepare our handout which will be
distributed around December 1st. Thanks also to his lovely wife, Evelyn, who will email the December handout
to each of you and mail to a few who do not have email.
Thanks to all of our dedicated Circle Leaders and members of the Coordinating Team who play vital roles in
keeping Presbyterian Women strong in our church especially during this pandemic. God bless each one and
thanks for your commitment.
As always, newcomers are welcomed to join with any Circle. If you’re interested in joining a Circle please feel
free to contact Pat Greaves, Moderator, at 362-0013.
THE CHRISTMAS GATHERING has been CANCELLED. We will conduct any business and take up any offerings
(Birthday, Least Coin and Thank Offerings) when we meet in the future.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry ladies have been busy at home knitting, crocheting and weaving throughout this
pandemic year. We miss meeting in person each month but try to stay in touch through calls, e-mails and texts.
In addition to making prayer shawls, we were able to knit and crochet hats and scarves for "The Christmas at
Sea" program of "The Seamen's Church Institute" based in Newark, NJ. This past month, we sent 34 sets of
hats and scarves and an additional eight hats to the Seamen's Church Institute. We, along with other groups
throughout the country, contribute to this program and they are then "delivered to seafarers calling on the
Port of Newark, tugboat mariners operating out of Staten Island and mariners working on U.S. inland rivers."
These seafarers are on duty away from family through the holiday season, so are especially happy to receive
these warm gifts sent in God's love.
On the home front, thanks to our dedicated knitters, crocheters and weavers, our
prayer shawl supply is growing again. When we give a shawl to someone in need, we
hope it gives the receiver comfort and a reminder that God is always near.

News from the Ministries
Interfaith:

It’s that time again! We are signing up participants for 2021 dinners.
First Presbyterian does this on the second Thursday of the month.

Those who have done it say it’s always a blessing and we know it’s a blessing to those we serve.
Thank you to all members who participated in 2020!
Call or text Jarl Hagood at 867-9372 or email Jarlhagood@aol.com

The Giving Tree project
 DECEMBER 8 : Deadline for all checks or gift cards to be turned into FPC office
 Make checks out to FPC and designate either on check memo line or envelope -

"GIVING TREE"
 Gift cards in any amount to Publix, Walmart or Target
 We are gifting Sozo Kids, Project Hope and Marion County Domestic Violence Center.
 On DECEMBER 9 we will be distributing all gifts.

THANK YOU for YOUR GENEROSITY & BLESSINGS TO ALL!

Fellowship:
Hi all! Remember how much fun we had last year at our fellowship dinners – Palm
Sunday brunch – back to school breakfast – Thanksgiving and Valentine celebrations –
making art together – and Fellowship on the Go?? What a gift it was being together!
As I have been thinking about Advent and the upcoming Christmas season, I know
how very different it will be this year. To me, so much is about giving to and being with
others. I am paraphrasing some thoughts I ran across by Pamela R. Williams, and
each description of fellowship is something I believe we will all be struggling with
this year.
Fellowship with like minded believers is an essential element in God’s
Church. The English word for fellowship comes from the Greek word koinonia. The
root of this word, koinos, was regularly used as a prefix with words like “family”
“home”, and “meeting”. The word “koinos” is loosely translated as “in common”
or “together”.
No doubt most of us will be at home, perhaps alone, but hopefully with
those whom we feel safe. But how I will miss together time in our beautiful sanctuary, our Christmas fellowship dinner, and our in person Fellowship Committee meetings. I’m going to do my best to stay focused on
the real meaning of Christmas. Some of you may know that I have a daughter who was born on Christmas
day – and ever since, I have had a very personal feeling about that Holy Night and what Mary was feeling. She had some uneasy thoughts about her future as well, I’m sure.
As I enjoy memories of Christmases past, I’m going to continue to try to give to others this year –
maybe not plates of cookies, but calls and notes and prayers for a new year of health and hope and peace.
Small groups and Zoom have helped, but hopefully we can all be in fellowship together soon! - Mary Moore

December Birthdays
1
Ernie Griggs
2
Christina Diuguid
3
Marion Thomas
Roger Hileman
5
Van Akin
6
Nancy Graham
Carol Smith
7
Wendie Moore
8
Michael McCurry
Lois Lance

10
Tammy Langley
Vicky Stephens
Evelyn Weaver
11
Nancy Dozier
12
Shirley Cochran
Kyle Rodgers
14
Bill Rainbow
Bob Timmer
Peyton Yancey
16
Stacey Batten

18
22
Paula Brown
Will Futch
Jim Youngman
Christina Gankiewicz
23
Teresa Lewis
Cindy Andrews
Paul Militello
25
19
Maggie Moore
Frank Fraunfelter
Corson
Jennifer Fraunfelter
26
20
Ann McCoy
Melissa Gillum
21
Renee Timmer
27
Kristi Gillum
Alice Cannon
Leslie Switzer
Dolores Dyer
Emma Andrews
Gary Merians, Jr.
Caity Peterson

28
Tom Michael
Doug Holcomb
29
John Cooley
30
Randy Freise
31
John Bennett

PRAYER LIST
Claudia Markham-Ahl
Tom Alles (Peggy Wiechmann’s brother)
Wilma Andrews (at home)
Jim Bennett (brother of John Bennett)
Bill Bowen
Pam Butcher
Bill Canganelli (grandson of Pat Bishop)
Andy Carlisle
Shirley Cochran
Maranell and Hank Fleming
Ruth Fraser
(recovering from shoulder surgery)
Bill Green (friend of Richard Grosso)
Barbara Gowie
Dick Hancock
Johnie Johnson (son of Tommy Johnson)
Brenda Jones and family
Jolene Kai (Ginny Miller’s daughter-in-law)

Scott Kinnaugh (Dorothy Siemons’ son)
Marsha Knepp
Kathy Lance (daughter-in-law of Lois Lance)
Lois Lance
Grietje Lewis
Renate Lipp (friend of Nita William)
Sandra M (friend of Mary Beth Olsen)
Celine Mack
Eric Masterson (brother-in-law of Deb Cone)
Skip McDonald
Jessie Moseley
Christian Myers (friend of Julia Wirono)
Martha Petry
Michael Rou (cousin of Dr. David Albright)
The family of Joe Simmons (on his death)
Nancy Wells (daughter of Shirley Wells)
Joyce Williamson
Nancy Wollett

First Presbyterian Church Ocala gives thanks for the lives of Young Joe Simmons who joined the
saints of light on November 11, 2020.
With believers of every time and every place, we rejoice that nothing in life or death can separate
us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Announcements
Bells Will Ring Virtually in 2020
The Salvation Army of Ocala is trying something new this year in light of the
current circumstances. They have created a webpage where donors can go
to make a contribution using their Virtual Red Kettle. Your donations would
help the agency with their many programs including: Emergency Social
Services, Emergency Shelters, Community Feeding, Holiday Assistance,
Emergency Disaster Services, and more. All funds stay in Marion County to
help those in need in our community.
https://give.salvationarmyusa.org/team/317281

ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE
Our church and friends have so much to be thankful for this holiday season, but the need is still great. Not
only are we working on our Annual Giving Tree project to support our community, we would like you to
consider participating in the food drive on December 4th if you are able. Dry foods and complementary
goods* (rice, pasta, pasta sauce, cereal, crackers, peanut butter, jelly) *Plastic containers preferred
Canned meats (corned beef, chicken, ham, tuna)
Canned vegetables and fruits
Baby items (food,
diapers, lotion, wipes) Toiletries (soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, toilet paper)
Bring the Harvest Home benefits Brother's Keeper, Interfaith Emergency Services and the Salvation Army.
Thank you and God Bless

Helping girls find their voices, achieve
their highest potential and celebrate
lives defined by responsibility,
dignity, and grace.
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Sent with a prayer to:

Hear ye! Hear ye!
First Presbyterian Church
Has a Phone Prayer Chain!! Again!
Anyone who has a need for prayers can call the Church Office, (352)
629-7561, and ask to be placed on the list of the Phone Prayer Chain.
Our newly revived Prayer Chain is made up of a faithful and prayerful
group of First Presbyterian members who deeply believe in the power
of prayer and are ready to compassionately and discreetly pray for you
and/or your loved ones. Please don’t hesitate to call on them to pray on your behalf.

Moderated by the First Presbyterian Diaconate
Questions? Call 352-843-0262
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