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Our Vision - Our Mission

To spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to our community and the world.
To be an inclusive downtown community of faith that
seeks to embrace everyone in growing spirituality.

From the desk of our church consultant—Dan Holloway

What does it mean to be a faithful community of
faith in the year 2022 and beyond? How should
we shape our life together so as to be as effective
as possible in sharing the good news of Jesus
Christ? Leaders of our church have been asking
such questions in recent months and we would
like to encourage everyone in our community of
faith to help us in answering these questions
through an intentional process of discernment and
discovery throughout the year ahead. To facilitate
that process, the session has entered into a
partnership with a group called Pinnacle
Leadership Associates to guide us during our time
of learning. This group has worked with hundreds
of churches like ours and will be working with us
for the rest of this year. Using a variety of tools
including online surveys, listening sessions, Bible
study, and prayer, they will guide us in listening
together for what God’s Spirit is saying to us
about our priorities and unique call as a church.
As we begin this time of discernment, we want to
center ourselves in scripture. To that end, we are
inviting everyone to join us in 40 days of study and
prayer through the use of a devotional booklet
especially designed for this process. The 40 days of
learning and prayer will begin on March 6th as we

begin the season of Lent and we hope everyone will
commit themselves to this time of growth and
understanding of what God is saying to us through
the scriptures. These devotional books will be
available electronically or in hard copy and we are
pleased to provide them for your use. Your
participation in this first step of our process is crucial
to the eventual success of this season of
discernment.
Our session has appointed a special task force to
lead us through this process. Members of that team
David Albright, Margaret Baker, Todd Carstenn, Mary
Dingman, Steffany Gladdin, and Donnie Slone. If you
have questions about the process, they can provide
answers about where we are and where we are
heading. I am grateful to them for their leadership
and am likewise grateful to you for the part you will
play in this process. Please know that your voice
matters and that we will use a variety of tools to
hear from everyone. Know also that as we begin, the
most important thing any of us can do is to commit
ourselves to study and prayer.
Thank you in advance for being a part of 40 days of
spiritual grounding.

Dan has provided pastoral leadership for churches ranging in size from 37 to 1300 and has also served the
larger church in a wide variety of ways, including long-range vision work and training opportunities for
church leaders. Congregations have consistently grown under his leadership both numerically and spiritually. Dan is delighted to join Pinnacle Leadership Associates in its important and timely ministry. He is
convinced that Pinnacle is asking the right questions and doing the right things to help churches and individuals make the needed shift in this time of challenge and change. He is an avid golfer and lifetime fan of
the Alabama Crimson Tide. Dan and his family reside in Irmo, SC.

The Rev. Dr. D. Ronald Watson, Jr., Pastor
That is the name of our committee
working with our consultant, the
Rev. Dr. Dan Holloway of Pinnacle
Leadership Associates. Our goal is
to discover who we are as a
church, what our strengths are,
and where we are headed as a
church into the (pandemic/postpandemic) landscape. You, as a
member of our faith community, have several ways to participate. The first way is by joining
us in 40 days of prayer. We will do this with a guide
written by the president of our consulting firm, Mark
Tidsworth. We will make 60 copies of the book availa-

ble in the narthex on March 6th, or you may purchase
it for yourself on Kindle.
40 Days of Prayer: Preparing Ourselves for God’s Calling by Mark Tidsworth
The goal is for us to begin this study together and end
on Good Friday, that being 40 days. This will prepare
us for the next phases of our process, namely, participating in church wide surveys, and then, listening
groups. We are striving to find the “way forward” together, as we continue our witness to Jesus Christ
here in Ocala. I urge you to participate with us as we
experience the Lenten season.
Yours in Christ, Ron

The Rev. Dr. Walk Jones, Interim Associate Pastor
The Way Forward to Come Before Aging Study
I’m so excited about our congregation’s Way Forward Committee, who will lead our church as we immerse
ourselves in prayer during Lent. I’ve already ordered the book by Mark Tidesworth that Ron recommended
in last week’s Inspire and on the preceding page. Let’s put our energy and focus in to this season of prayer
and daily reading then come back and read and discuss Joan Chittister’s book The Gift of Years immediately
after Easter.
We’ll begin the book study on Tuesday, April 19 and meet together for seven weeks. I still plan to meet in
person at 11:00 a.m. at church and again in the evening at 7:00 p.m. by zoom video conference. Health issues and restrictions may well change by mid-April, but I want to offer a zoom component for members who
will be traveling, friends out of town, and our members who always stay at home. I know folks have picked
up books and started reading them; I love The Gift of Years and am enjoying re-reading it. Please start, but
make the 40 Days of Prayer book your priority this Lent.

Education News
Bible Study with Our Sunday Morning Discussion Group
Some of the best passages in our Bible come from the parables of Jesus. While not always easy to read or
put into action, parables provide us some of the best teaching by Jesus. Having a desire to hear God’s word
is at the heart of Jesus’ words…"Let anyone with ears listen!” As we journey to Easter, here is the schedule
of parables for Sunday mornings… remember, anyone can join us at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall:
March 6:
March 13:
March 20:
March 27:
April 3:
April 10:
April 17:

The Great Dinner (Luke 14:15-24)
No class
Hidden Treasure (Matthew 13:44)
The Pearl (Matthew 13:45-46)
The Net (Matthew 13:47-50)
Palm Sunday - No class
Easter Sunday - No class

Session News
Session Brief – February 6, 2022





We mourned the death of Shirley Wells on 1/26/2022.
Approved the 2021 Church Statistical Report.
Approved the 1-year renewal contract for the Rev. Dr. Walk Jones.
Approved making the Honorably Retired Rev. Dale Ambler an emergency back-up preacher.
Griefshare is held each Friday
from10:30 a.m. until noon.
Call the church office
(629-7561) or email wjones@fpcocala.org for
information about the meetings. Participants
may join any week by showing up or registering at
www.griefshare.org/groups/141283.

2022 Contributions
as of January 31, 2022
Monthly Budget

$50,605.00

Contributions Received

$48.007.00

Shortfall

($2,598.00)

Children and Youth
Olympic-themed game and
speed skating at FPC
The youth group of FPC held an Olympics themed
game and speed
skating event in
February. The
U.S.A Olympic
speed skater
team has three
Ocala speed
skaters in this
year’s
Olympics.

Announcements
Monday, April 4th is the DEADLINE to apply for FPC
Post-secondary school education

SCHOLARSHIPS!

Applications for the fall 2022 term are available in the church office. The
deadline to submit applications to the church office is by the end of the
workday on Monday, April 4th. FPC members and their member dependents or children may apply for scholarship assistance.
Applicants may apply once in a calendar year. Questions should be
directed to Scholarship Committee members—Chair Kay Yancey, Todd
Carstenn, Elaine Cox, Paul Vowinkel, Bonnie Vorwerk or Tom Weaver.

Another year of promise
and of blessings.
A year for seeking
God’s heart.
Your church library has
many books available
for you to enjoy and to
encourage you.
Come and take a look!

Emery Frances Bryan
Great-granddaughter of members Evelyn
and Tom Weaver, was born on
Sunday, February 13 in
Atlanta, Georgia, to
Andrew and
Mary Frances Bryan.
Emery weighed in at six pounds,
14 ounces
and is 19 inches tall.
Her fraternal grandparents are
Amy and John Bryan of
Clearwater. (Amy grew up in FPC.)

Serving together,
your church librarians,
Joe and Cheryl Lara

Congratulations to everyone!
Children are a gift from the Lord. They are a
reward from Him. (Psalm 127:3)

Presbyterian Women Circle Meetings for March 2022
Bible Study and Fellowship, and ways to serve with your Sisters in Christ
Date
Time
Meeting Place
Contact
Phone
Coordinating
Team Mtg.
Circle 3

Circle 4
Circle 7
Circle 8
PRAYER
SHAWL

Tuesday,
March 1st
Monday,
March 21st
Tuesday,
March 8th
Tuesday
Tuesday
March 8th
Thursday
March 24th

7:00 p.m.

Conference Room

Pat Greaves

10:00 a.m.

Marcia Dove
7838 SW 85th Circle
850-830-1950

Liz DienerDickmann

6:00 p.m.

Conference Room

Debbie Koch

236-0716 or
362-0013 cell

Susie Marta

352-873-7459
630-254-8844 cell
352-304-5416
622-3053

2:00 p.m.

Room 1

Lois Clardy

1:30 p.m.

Conference Room

Liz DienerDickmann

Presbyterian Women, Pat Greaves, Moderator
In March we will study Mary, the Mother of Jesus. The biblical account tells of a young
girl, in danger of complete disgrace, who has the courage to say “Yes!” to God. Mary’s experience of motherhood includes a bewildering birth, a risky escape as a refugee and a
message from prophets that warns of the death of her son. She meets these difficulties
with thoughtfulness and steadfastness. I hope that you have enjoyed the studies each
month in our study book, What My Grandmothers Taught Me.
Tom and Evelyn Weaver will continue to email Tom’s lesson outline to all the Circle members who have been receiving email or mail through the postal system. We will NOT be
holding mentoring classes the first of each month. Thanks again to Tom and Evelyn for their labors of love.
THE COORDINATING TEAM will meet on Tuesday, March 1, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room.
THE SPRING GATHERING will be held on Saturday, April 23, 2022 from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We will have a salad lunch. Details will come after the Coordinating Team meets on March 1 st. Mark
your calendars now and plan to attend.
THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY will meet on March 24th, at 1:30 p.m. in the Conference Room. The group includes both knitters and crocheters and welcomes anyone who is interested in this ministry. If you’d like to
join this happy ministry group, please come on March 24 th or contact Coordinator, Liz Diener-Dickmann, with
your questions.

THE ANNUAL GATHERING OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN, of the Presbytery of St. Augustine, was held on Saturday, January 29, 2022 at Camp Montgomery with Pat Greaves, Moderator, and Liz Diener-Dickman, Vice Moderator, attending. There is a great need for volunteers to help with PW in all areas. If you’re interested in helping please go to the website for information.
Please continue to keep the work of Presbyterian Women and its leadership in your prayers. Thanks to all of
you for your love and support. May God continue to give us direction for Presbyterian Women and its leadership.
“Creating God, whose Spirit moves to bring life in the midst of barrenness, find me when, like Mary,
I am vulnerable and uncertain. Say the words of angels to me, “Do not be afraid!”
Help me find ways to be family to the lonely and outcast even as I accept the compassion offered to me
unexpectedly. When I face uncertain times, let me look back through my history to the strong mothers
and fathers who have gone before me, so that I may see my own place in your never-ending
story of salvation.” Amen. (Taken from the study book.)

Attendance
Worship Services

Sunday, March 13th

1-30

2-6

2-13

2-20

10:00 a.m.

59

100

116

92

Online

165

155

126

132

March Birthdays
1
Julia Wirono
Alison Luther
2
Ellen McCort
Lee Anne Drake
Celine Mack
3
Doris Blagus
Jeanne Vincent
4
Neil Townsend
JJ Albright
5
Tyler Brooks
6
Tim Byrd
7
Becky Schatt
Rhonda Slone
Debbie Vincent
Dan Woerner

8
14
18
Christie Bald
Mike Herbert
Elaine Sprowles
9
Harry Batten
Richard Grosso
Carrie Waldren
15
Bill Crawford
Courtney Yancey David Arango-Palencia Larry Waldren, Jr.
Jack Carlisle
Margaret McMichael
19
10
16
George Tomyn
Bob Greaves
Amy Schlenker
Joe Lara
11
Doug Gordon
20
Jarl Hagood
Jessica Labagh
Larry Sprowles
Bonnie Vorwerk
Caroline Kimball
Eileen Demarest
12
17
22
Bill Russell
Mariann McClary
Nancy Wollett
Molly Militello
23
Margaret Baker
Joshua Gillum
Diana Briggs
Eve Lewis
13
24
Joseph Pickard
Nancy Winfree
Jordann Blair
Harold Clark
Ron Mosby
Morgan Evans
Aaron Labagh
25
Joe Vorwerk
Weston Cook
Mark Jank
Cody Wilke
Casey Miller

27
Al Nolan
Weldon Albright
Ebony Molock
Benjamin Luther
28
Christopher Barrett
29
Devon Wiechens
Zachary Johnson
30
Lynn Essick
Felicia Runyon
31
Ander McMichael

News from the Ministries

Interfaith Supper Sign-Up for 2022!
A big thank you to all of you who signed up to provide Interfaith Dinners in 2022!
We still have November 10th available. FPC always provides a dinner on the second Thursday of each
month. If you or your group (Sunday School Classes, Bible Study Groups, PW Circles, Friends, Deacons,
etc.) are interested in signing up to provide dinner, please call or text Jarl Hagood at 352-867-9372
or jarlhagood@aol.com. Thank you for sharing your blessings and being a blessing!

Join Us for Holey Time — Sunday, March 6th
After worship on March 6th join
the Fellowship Committee for
coffee and snacks
in the Courtyard.

Prayer List
Claudia Markham-Ahl (cancer treatment)
Wilma Andrews
Cede Blackwell (great-niece of Mary Kauffman)
Andy Carlisle
Ella Charnley
Shirley Cochran
Mina DiGeronimo
Adele Evans (friend of Richard Grosso)
Ruth Fraser
Barbara Harrel
Tola Hass (Life Care Center)
Hope Hill (friend of Richard Grosso)
Mark and Melanie Heuer (son-in-law and
daughter of Julia Wirono)
Jolene Kai (Ginny Miller’s daughter-in-law)
Janice Kelly
Scott Kinnaugh (son of Dorothy Siemons)
The Kirk family (on the death of Biddie)
Ken Kramer (brother-in-law of Evelyn Longo)
Lois Lance
Celine Mack

Susan Marta
Judith Martin
Ruth Matti (friend of Pat Bishop)
Don McCormick
Skip McDonald
Ron McMillin
Bob Mikulski (friend of Dale & Tari Ambler)
Gloria Miller
Kathy Mortensen (sister of Sharon Shirley)
Barbara Parks
John Peterson (Bridgewater)
Bobbie, Bob Ripple and family (Mike Poteet’s
sister and brother–in-law)
Michael Rou (cousin of Dr. David Albright)
Betty Smith (friend of Pat Bishop)
Shannon Tanga (granddaughter of Bill Harrel)
Debbie Tompkins (sister of Rusty Juergens)
Jason Trump (son of Margaret Trump)
Richard and Sandy Valvo
Larry and Lisa Waldren
Jeffrey Yawn (grandson of Betty Williams)

FPC gives thanks for the life of Biddie Kirk who passed away on February 11, 2022.
With believers of every time and every place, we rejoice that nothing in life or death
can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.

The First Presbyterian Phone Prayer Chain
This ministry is a vital part of First Presbyterian Church. It is greatly appreciated by those it
serves. Prayers are being heard and answered daily! Anyone who would like to join is welcome.
It’s a wonderful way to feel more connected and to serve your church and the Lord. All you need is a phone.
Come join us! First Presbyterian Deacons 352-843-0262 abrdvm@yahoo.com
"And their prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make them well." James 5:15

Thank Yous
Interfaith Emergency Services sent a big thank you to FPC stating the generous contributions to the Food 4 Kids
Fund for December 31 and July 9, 2021 totaled $115.00. The General Unrestricted Fund for May 7, 2021 was
$100.00 and our latest Soup-R Food Drive totaled $589. 71 in monetary donations and 1,314 pounds of food and
other items. On Jan 28, 2022 101 pounds of food and $200 were donated also.

Helping Hands also send a not of gratitude for the $410.00 contribution during 2021. Thank you for the part you
played in helping our residents build a new and better life. We appreciate you and wish you a great 2022!
Dear members at FPC, We would like to thank all for your donation check of $251.08 and the two gift cards each
to help our teens, teen mothers and babies have a special Christmas holiday! May God bless each of you always,
Diane Schofield, Hands of Mercy Everywhere

First Presbyterian Church
511 SE Third Street
Ocala, FL 34471-2284
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Sent with a prayer to:

Ash Wednesday
service with
Imposition of the Ashes
March 2, 2022
Noon
“Remember that you
are dust, and
to dust you shall
return. Amen.”
T HE

Facebook.com/fpcocala
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