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Our Vision - Our Mission

To spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to our community and the world.
To be an inclusive downtown community of faith that
seeks to embrace everyone in growing spirituality.

THE REV. DR. D. RONALD WATSON, JR.
PASTOR

Dear Friends,
Allow me to mention our Great Drive-in Tent Event one more time. Tent worship goes back to the time of
Moses and the children of Israel in the wilderness. The tent of meeting was the place where the children of
Israel congregated to worship God. Tent worship in America goes back to the 1800s where it was popular in
Ohio and Kentucky where there were no established churches yet in the wilderness of America. Revivals then
took over, and by the 1920s, tent revivals were popular in America, especially here in the south. By the 1960s,
Evangelical and Pentecostal tent meetings moved to the airways as people grew less interested in
congregating under a tent.
And now the circle is complete. We are going back to worshiping in a tent on November 1st. The church is
doing this at considerable expense for the sake of our continued mission together as we worship God as one
people.
In consultation with health experts, we have chosen to worship outdoors and under a tent and with social
distancing and required mask wearing to mitigate the transmission of the Covid 19 virus. We do, however,
want everyone to feel welcomed. If you are uncomfortable being under the tent, then stay outside the tent or
stay in your car. We will be providing our worship over your FM radio. It is stewardship Sunday. You should
have already received your pledge card in the mail. It is also communion Sunday.

So, to sum up, for the Great Drive-In Tent Event, please bring:
Yourself! Wear comfortable clothes Mask covering Your pledge card
A chair to use under the Tent or outside the tent
A working FM radio if you plan to stay in your car.
Offering will also be received as it would in any normal worship service. If you forget your chair, we will try to
have additional chairs available. If you have plenty of outdoor chairs, I ask you to bring an extra chair just in
case.
May God continue to richly bless us in our service.
Yours in Christ, Ron

Interim Associate Pastor
Rev. Walk Jones

GRIEFSHARE Surviving the Holidays is a helpful, encouraging seminar for people facing the holidays after a
loved one’s death. Please join us on Friday, November 20 at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall or by Zoom
computer or telephone. The seminar will be repeated Sunday, December 6 at 2:00 p.m..
The seminar features video interviews with counselors, grief experts, and other people who have experienced
the holidays after their loved one’s death and who offer practical suggestions and reassurance. These people
share honestly about:
 Being prepared for surprising emotions that may hit over the holidays
 What to do about traditions and other coming changes
 How to handle holiday parties and invitations
 How to survive potentially awkward moments with other people
 Where to find comfort, strength, and hope in a seemingly hopeless time

Those who attend will receive a Survival Guide filled with practical tips, encouraging words, journaling ideas,
and exercises for daily help through the holiday season.
Please register https://www.griefshare.org/holidays/events/34412 or call the church office.

ADVENT STUDY On Tuesdays, beginning just before Thanksgiving, we’ll have a Bible study by Zoom conference
that looks at four Advent Carols of the church and corresponding Bible stories. This study will help all of us
prepare our hearts and minds for an unusual Christmas celebration. Please call or email the church office to
sign up and receive the Zoom information.
Tuesdays, starting November 24 at 11:00 a.m. Contact Mary Dingman at 817-5780 or rtdingman@aol.com
to sign up (this is important since she will send Zoom information for telephone or computer).

Thank Yous
Another successful Interfaith Food Drive occurred on Sunday, October 11. Thanks to our members and to
many friends from Grace Episcopal Church and Happy Hearts. Approximately 1,593 pounds of food and
hygiene items were received, as well as several financial gifts. The items were loaded into the vehicles and
taken to Interfaith with the help of Cathy Edwards, Courtney Edwards, Cheryl Fante, David Guest, Kaylyn
Guest, Walk Jones, Casey Miller, Caroline Schlenker, Kay and Jim Yancey.
Blessings and thank you to all!

Session News
Session Brief – October 4, 2020
We mourned the deaths of Luann Bainbridge on 9/3/2020; Marilyn Allsop on 9/9/2020; Jane Geer on
9/10/2020; and Howard Tucker on 9/20/2020.
Approved the baptism of Harrison George White, son of Derek and Katherine White, on
October 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.
Approved a Statement regarding Racial Injustice for First Presbyterian Church, Ocala, FL.
Approved a Congregational Meeting for the purpose of electing proposed Elders and Deacons. (11/8/2020)
Approved John Heinbockel to attend the Fall Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Saint Augustine on
10/6/2020 via Zoom.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Session and the Nominating Committee have called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, November 8,
2020 for the purpose of electing Elders and Deacons. The meeting will begin at 9:45 and you will have three
ways in which to vote. You may attend the meeting in the Fellowship Hall, join by Zoom or your computer or
phone (link and number to be provided later), or drive into the parking lot across from the Fellowship Hall and
cast your vote verbally. Below you will see the Slate of Elders and Deacons in nomination. Nominations can
be taken from the floor. If you intend to offer a name from the floor, please check that person’s willingness to
serve before doing so.
Slate of Elders
Cathy Hancock (Class of 2023)
Jacqueline Sexton (Class of 2023)
Rusty Juergens (Class of 2021)
John Heinbockel (Class of 2021)
Caroline Schlenker (Class of 2021)

Slate of Deacons
Julia Wirono (Class of 2023)
Sue Gordon (Class of 2023)
Jackie Albright (Class of 2023)
Kim Vollmer-Smith (Class of 2023)
Leslie Wiechens (Class of 2023)

Sue Brawner (Class of 2021)
Barb Tomyn (Class of 2021)
Trish Mosby (Class of 2021)

Membership
FPC welcomes Roger Hileman
Roger G. Hileman
We want to welcome new member, Roger Hileman! Roger
had been attending the 9:30 service before the pandemic
brought things to a pause. In June, his transfer from First
Presbyterian Church, Joliet, Illinois became official. Roger is
married to the love of his life, Cindy, and they celebrated
their forty-third anniversary in September. They have a son
living in Glendale Heights, Illinois who will be forty in January. Roger has worked in the field of Information Technology for the past thirty years, and is currently working from
home as a Solutions Developer. His hobbies are bike riding,
playing Bocce Ball, and walking his fur baby, KaLynn. We
are so happy you are with us, Roger!

Roger G. Hileman

Presbyterian Women, Pat Greaves, Moderator
We are going into November and we find ourselves continuing to remain diligent in being safe
from the COVID virus. The Coordinating Team and I continue to work together with our Circle
Leaders as we continue with our individual study at home until the time it is safe to be together
in our respective Circles. I encourage each one to set time aside, maybe at the time you would
have met with your Circle and spend time with these lessons. I think you will find
encouragement and strength through the study. I pray that we can all encourage one another
during these trying times. I solicit your prayers for wisdom in leading Presbyterian Women as
we plan toward getting the Circles back together safely.
Three Circle 3 members, Ann O’Hart, Pat Greaves, and hostess Nita Williams met in Nita’s back yard out in the
country and enjoyed lesson 2. It was fun to be together and it was interesting how much lesson 2 is so
appropriate for what we are all going through in our lives today. So if you haven’t taken time to do the lesson,
I urge you to do so. You will be blessed by it. Ann O’Hart will be moving around October 30th to live near her
sister in North Carolina. Our prayers go with her for a safe move. Thanks, Ann, for all you have done in the life
of PW and FPC Ocala.
OUR NOVEMBER STUDY LESSON 3….is entitled, “Women’s Lament.” Thanks again to Tom Weaver as he
continues to prepare our handout which will be distributed around November 1st. Thanks also to his lovely
wife, Evelyn, who will email the November handout to each of you individually and mail to a few who do not
have email.
Thanks to all of our dedicated Circle Leaders and members of the Coordinating Team who play vital roles in
keeping Presbyterian Women strong in our church especially during this pandemic. God bless each one and
thanks for your commitment.
“If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides,
so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.” I Peter 4:11
As always, newcomers are welcomed to join with any Circle. If you’re interested in joining a Circle please feel
free to contact Pat Greaves, Moderator, at 362-0013.
THE COORDINATING TEAM will meet as needed sometime in the future. Social distancing and wearing
masks will be mandatory as we gather.
THE PW FALL GATHERING has been CANCELLED. We will conduct any business and take up any offerings
(Birthday, Least Coin and Thank Offerings) when we meet in the future.
2020-2021 Officers and Program Coordinators: Moderator, Pat Greaves; Vice-Moderator, Elizabeth DienerDickmann; Treasurer, Kristen Crawford; Secretary, Sharon Shirley; Church Women United, Gera Fleming;
Together in Service-Missions, Lois Clardy; Bereavement and Hospitality, Debbie Koch.
Circle Leaders: Circle 1, Esther-Arango-Palencia; Circle 3, Elizabeth Diener-Dickmann; Circle 4, Joyce
Williamson; Circle 7, Susie Marta; and Circle 8, Lois Clardy. Pray for Joyce Williamson who fell and broke her
hip. She is at Timber Ridge having therapy. We pray for a complete recovery.

Outreach Ministries
Interfaith: It’s that time again! We are signing up participants for 2021 dinners.
First Presbyterian does this on the second Thursday of the month. Those who have
done it say it’s always a blessing and we know it’s a blessing to those we
serve. Thank you to all members who participated in 2020!
Call or text Jarl Hagood at 867-9372 or email Jarlhagood@aol.com if you or your
group would like to sign up.

The Giving Tree project
FPC is lucky to have such an amazing group of women who take the reins of the Giving Tree project each
year and make it happen – but only with the outstanding support of FPC members! This year, 2020, continues to make us all adjust to the current norms of the COVID pandemic. We who are so blessed are
called to help those among us who do not feel so blessed……those who find themselves searching for shelter, food, health care, etc. Indeed the need is very great this year.
So this year several changes have to happen to make 2020 Giving Tree project work!
Due to COVID and limited access to shopping, there will be no specific Christmas trees or ornaments to
pick up and wishes to fulfill. Instead we are asking you to write a check MADE OUT TO FPC or purchase gift
cards in any amount to Publix, Walmart or Target and drop these off through the mail slot personally or by
mail. PLEASE NOTE ALL CHECKS NEED TO SPECIFY “GIVING TREE” on memo line or on envelope.
We have decided to bless with our gifts the following: Sozo Kids, Project Hope, and Marion County Domestic Violence Center. “Wish Lists” will be received from each of these recipients and the Giving Tree Committee will do the shopping. We have gifted all of these organizations in the past and are confident those
in charge will make certain all gifts and/or money are appropriately distributed. If you wish to specify
which organization receives your gift please do so on the envelope of your gift.


NOTE: Sozo Kids is a charity that helps children living in poverty in area of Ocala National Forest.
Project Hope helps mothers and children with temporary housing and Domestic Violence Center
helps those escaping domestic abuse with safe, temporary housing.
(3)Dates to remember:
November 15 - Kickoff of 2020 Giving Tree
December 8 - Deadline for all gift cards & monetary donations
December 9 - Distribution of FPC Giving Tree gifts to above organizations
If you have questions or concerns, please contact one of the committee members:
Margaret Baker, Sue Brawner, Carol Carpenter, Cathy Edwards, Cheryl Fante, Jarl Hagood,
Cathy Hancock, Lannie Mercer, Vicky Roberts, Becky Schatt, Ann VanDenburgh and Katie White.

November Birthdays
1
Cheryl Moses
2
Marilyn Peek
5
Vicki Roberts
Gerry Gramer
6
Skye Caskey
7
Jean McDoniels
Donna Winfree
8
Malcom Dunn
Angie McCurry
Kyle Kimball
9
Doug Sullivan
Jill Fuller
Robyn Carlisle

10
Marilyn Arline
Ciara Juergens
Bryan Fennessy
11
Donna Robinson
13
Deb Cone
Cindy MacKay
14
Hope Hasselkus
Todd Dailey
15
Keith Morin
Julia Slaughter

16
Leah Shae Drake
18
Laura Fowler
19
Sue Straub
Esther
Arango-Palencia
Sandy Almazan
20
Ellen Drummond
Annette Pickard
Raul Roman

21
Suzy Heinbockel
Mike Sharpe
Judson Baker
22
Sonja Bennett
Amy Johnson
Kelly Evans
23
Michael Hart
Lanford Slaughter
25
Steve Shotwell

26
J.J. Peterson
27
Alice Russell
28
Bruce Moore
29
Holly Townsend
Reagan Carlisle
30
Barbara Parks
Albert Peek
Scott Fleming
Garrett Fleming
Zain Smith

PRAYER LIST
Claudia Markham-Ahl (recovering from surgery)
Tom Alles (Peggy Wiechmann’s brother)
Wilma Andrews
Jim Bennett (brother of John Bennett)
Pam Butcher
Bill Canganelli (grandson of Pat Bishop)
Andy Carlisle
Shirley Cochran
Stewart and Diane Edwards
Maranell and Hank Fleming
(Hank in the hospital)
Ruth Fraser (recovering from shoulder surgery)
Bill Green (friend of Richard Grosso)
Barbara Gowie
Dick Hancock
Johnie Johnson (son of Tommy Johnson)
Brenda Jones and family
Scott Kinnaugh (Dorothy Siemons’ son)
Marsha Knepp

Kathy Lance (daughter-in-law of Lois Lance)
Lois Lance
Grietje Lewis
Renate Lipp (friend of Nita William)
Sandra M (friend of Mary Beth Olsen)
Celine Mack
Eric Masterson (brother-in-law of Deb Cone)
Skip McDonald
Jessie Moseley
Christian Myers (friend of Julia Wirono)
Raul Nieves (brother of Mina DiGeronimo)
Martha Petry
Michael Rou (cousin of Dr. David Albright)
Yvonne Simms (on the death of her son)
Joe Simmons (in hospital)
Ann VanDenburgh
Nancy Wells (daughter of Shirley Wells)
Joyce Williamson
Nancy Wollett

November 20th and December 6th
Please contact Rev. Walk Jones for more
information: WJones@fpcocala.org

Announcements

TIME’S RUNNING OUT!
Tuesday, November 3 is the application deadline
for FPC post-secondary school education

SCHOLARSHIPS!
Applications for the spring 2021 term are available in the church office. The
absolute final deadline to submit applications to the church office is by the
end of the workday on Tuesday, November 3. FPC members and their member dependents or children may apply for scholarship assistance. Applicants
may apply once in a calendar year. Questions should be directed to Scholarship Committee members—Chair
Kay Yancey, Todd Carstenn, Elaine Cox, Nancy Livesay, Paul Vowinkel, Bonnie Vorwerk or Tom Weaver.

A Brand New
Great
Grandchild
Great grandparents:
Evelyn and John Yorlano
First time grandmother:
Dana Rodgers
Parents:
Logan and Melissa
Rodgers
Baby:
Connor Adam Rodgers
Born: October 12, 2020
7 lbs. 13 oz.
20.5 inches

Congratulations

Fore more information visit:
https://www.staugpres.org/mcholiday/
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Sent with a prayer to:

Hear ye! Hear ye!
First Presbyterian Church
Has a Phone Prayer Chain!! Again!
Anyone who has a need for prayers can call the Church Office, (352)
629-7561, and ask to be placed on the list of the Phone Prayer Chain.
Our newly revived Prayer Chain is made up of a faithful and prayerful
group of First Presbyterian members who deeply believe in the power
of prayer and are ready to compassionately and discreetly pray for you
and/or your loved ones. Please don’t hesitate to call on them to pray on your behalf.

Moderated by the First Presbyterian Diaconate
Questions? Call 352-843-0262
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