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Our Vision - Our Mission   
To spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to our community and the world. 

To be an inclusive downtown community of faith that  
seeks to embrace everyone in growing spirituality. 

THE REV. DR. D. RONALD WATSON, JR. 

PASTOR 

Dear Friends, 
 

On June 7th, we will be celebrating communion virtually for the first time due to the coronavirus. We invite 
you to celebrate with us by preparing elements at home. You will need to have bread or some thing bread 
like such as a cracker and some sort of grape juice, white or red, alcohol-free or wine. Water is to be used if 
you have no juice of the grape. 
 
Portions should be minimal as we are celebrating the sacrament, just as they would be were we to be cele-
brating in person at church. I am including information from our friends at Park Lake Presbyterian Church in 
Orlando as well as information from National Capital Church in Washington DC. 
 
"In our decision to celebrate communion as a part of our on-line worship, we will continue to emphasize the 
gifts of communion that are so important to us.  The Lord's Supper is   
 
 a means of grace: a unique and distinct way of experiencing the goodness and power of God, the love of  
      Jesus Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
 a continuation of Jesus' own life and ministry, especially the experience of Jesus' hospitality and welcome  
      in sharing a meal together,  
 a physical manifestation of the body of Christ and experience of union with all those who belong to Christ, 
 faithful obedience to Jesus' command to share in this meal together, 

 a remembrance of Jesus' gift of his life for ours, 

 a part of the proclamation of the gospel, Jesus Christ, experienced by sharing in the cup and bread,  
 an the offering of our thanksgiving and praise to God for the gifts of creation and life, the work of the Holy     
      Spirit to make Jesus known to us, unite our lives to his, and send us into the world to serve in his name.  
 
We look forward to the opportunity to worship with you June 7th.   We encourage you to prayerfully prepare 
to celebrate the Lord's Supper with us. 
 
 Continued on next page 



Doing things differently 

First Presbyterian, like many organizations in these days of 
virus, had to adapt quickly to do things safely and differ-
ently. I expect we will be changing and adapting even 
once we are worshiping together again.  Many in this flock 
are in high risk groups and will continue to join worship by 
computer or telephone.  At FPC, doing mission work has 
meant traveling to other places, evangelism has meant 
inviting people to church. 
 

In May tropical storm Arthur reminded us that warm 
ocean water still churns storms into being. This summer 
and fall will be no different, except, volunteers from 
across the nation may not be able to come in to Florida to 
help us recover and rebuild 
 

Florida Presbyterian Disaster Network (FLAP-DAN) and our 
presbytery are talking about what to do this year. We are 
uniquely poised to do mission and ministry work in new 
and exciting ways. Rather than going to Cuba or Mexico, 
we can do ministry here in Marion County and within a 
short drive. Think and pray about ways we can do more 
ministry here or drive to the coast to bring relief and aid.  

We may have to do a commuter mission trip, helping folks 
in need who are a short drive away. 
 
I’m meeting members on the phone or in person. Last 
week I met a new assistant priest at Grace Episcopal 
Church. Fr. Dan challenged me (us) to think about what 
each church can do in this time of economic upheaval. 
Interfaith will certainly be a big part of the community 
response. We’re in this together. 
 

Today evangelism may mean inviting friends with no 
church family to watch worship online.  This may be a way 
for folks who think they wouldn’t like Presbyterian Christi-
anity or a downtown church to try us out and see how we 
preach and sing about Jesus in a thoughtful way.  
 

Finally, If you have not found a way to watch worship 
from home, call your deacon or the church office and we 
will help you. Younger members may be able to show you 
how to use a cell phone and we can add a weekly tele-
phone broadcast of worship.  Welcome to the new and 
changing world we live in.   

Continued from page 1 
 

We are working on a reopening plan for our church. 
The session will meet again soon to discuss it and 
choose if and when we might enact it. I know that 
some churches have already announced when they 
will reopen. We will keep your safety as our top 
priority. Even after we begin again, many may need to 
stay home. Rest assured that we will continue our 
online worship services even after Sunday services 
start back.  
 
I am thankful for all of the talented people who are 
part of our staff, and I can't wait for Phyllis Von Ebers 
to officially join our staff as our Choir Director! We 
are a church full of all kinds of talented and dedicated 
servants of the Lord.   

Stay strong and faithful. Remember that even if our 
way of life is disrupted, our faith can stay strong. 
Thank God for all the good things that we still have in 
our life, especially plentiful food and healthcare. Say a 
prayer for the people who bring us these things, and 
for those first responders who are ready to come to 
our aid in these times. Pray for those who do not 
have enough to eat in fear for losing their homes. 
Pray for the unemployed and those uncertain about 
their future. Contribute directly to Interfaith if you 
can. You may also give to them through the church. 
Pray for all of your church leaders who must make 
difficult decisions in the days ahead. 
 
 

Yours in Christ Jesus,  
Ron 

Interim Associate Pastor   

                           Rev. Walk Jones 



Session Brief 

  PRAYER LIST 

 

 Approved to accept the Small Business Loan for the Payroll Protection Program 
 Approved to accept on-line giving 
 Approved to receive the Guidelines for Reopening of Sunday Worship Services.  These are a work in  
      progress and may be changed by the Worship Committee as they deem necessary. 
 Approved to hire Phyllis Von Ebers as Music Director.  She will begin when Session approves the  
      re-introduction of volunteer musicians, which could be in late summer. 

Debbie Ault (on the death of her husband Tom) 
Jim Bennett (brother of John Bennett) 
Pam Butcher 
Andy Carlisle 
Sara Chey, Brenda Jones and family 
Shirley Cochran  
Stewart and Diane Edwards 
Phoebe Escobar (sister of Evelyn Longo) 
Hank and Maranell Fleming  
Bill Green (friend of Richard Grosso) 
Barbara Gowie  
Dick Hancock  
Johnie Johnson (son of Tommy Johnson) 
Ken Kramer (brother-in-law of Evelyn Longo) 
Kathy Lance (daughter-in-law of Lois Lance) 
Lois Lance 
Grietje Lewis  

 

Renate Lipp (friend of Nita William) 
Kevin Lloyd (cousin of Lee Ann Drake) 
Evelyn Longo  
Celine Mack  
Skip McDonald 
Wendie Moore (on the death of her sister) 
Jessie Moseley 
Christian Myers (friend of Julia Wirono) 
Raul Nieves (brother of Mina DiGeronimo) 
Greg Robinson (brother of Carolyn Varner) 
Michael Rou (cousin of Dr. David Albright) 
The Schafer family (on the death of Janice) 
Deloris, Steve and Keith Shotwell 
Baldwin Switzer (on deployment with the Navy) 
Howard Tucker 
Nancy Wells (daughter of Shirley Wells) 
Nancy Wollett  

Deacon News 

 

Thursday May 14, 2020  - A group of FPC Deacons prepared and delivered dinner 
for the resident families at Interfaith Emergency Services. Since the number of 
Interfaith occupants is small right now, along with the meal, a large number of 
Food Pantry Items were gathered and donated as well. This bi-annual event for 
the FPC Deacons is just one of the many ways they serve our church and 
community. Your Deacons have continued to do their good works through this 
period of sheltering in place, shepherding their flocks and assisting in pastoral 
care, still meeting monthly, lately via Zoom conferencing. If you are a member 
who has not heard from a Deacon, please let us know. We want to hear from 
you and we're here if you need us! 

   Sending Blessings of Peace and Wellness  

                              to All-- from your FPC 

Your FPC Deacons Continuing  

to do Good Works 



1 
Miranda  

Barrineau 
 

2 
Carter Grodi 

 

3 
Keith Shotwell 

 

4 
Pat Greaves 

 

5 
Beth Cannon 

 

6 
Karen Faust 
Janie Scott 

 

7 
Betsy Buferning 

Beth Futch 

8 
Sara Wood 

 

9 
Taylor Bissett 

 

10 

Ron Watson 
 

13 
Eddie Aldrich 
Ethan Russell 

 

14 
Cavi Drake 

 

15 
Evelyn Yorlano 

Fred Wollett 

Marlene 
McMurrer-Shank 

 

John Heinbockel 

16 
Donna Claus 
Alice Carlisle 

Morgan Evans 
 

17 
Dwayne Molock 

 

18 
Elaine Cox 

 

20 
Jake Palacios 
Louise Kail 

Betty Williams 
Courtney Edwards 

 

24 
Jennifer Gilman 

Naomi Renee 
DiGeronimo 

 

26 
Jim Stone 

Frank Roberts 
Cathy Hancock 

 

27 
Jack Roberts 

 

28 
Jerry McCurry 

 

29 
Christopher Wollett 

 
 

30 
May Fair 
Taylor 

Marilyn 
Youngman 

 

Anna  
Lane Moore 

 

Announcements! 

 June Birthdays 

Attendance Worship Online 

5/3            452 

5/10          497 

5/17          570  

5/24          516        

While the congregation has been 
away B&G has been at work  

having our beautiful sanctuary 
ceiling painted. Look’n good! 

Blakely Sunday School Class  
 

The Blakely Class will  
convene by Zoom conference 

starting Sunday, May 31 at 
9:45.  The class was studying  
Wisdom literature before it  

was interrupted by distancing  
orders.  Jean Morse will teach and 
Rev. Jones will convene the class. 
If you would like to join the class 
by phone or computer please call 

the church office or email  Rev. 
Jones at wjones@fpcocala.org.   

Griefshare will finish June 5 and be on hiatus 
and will resume June 26. 

Drivers Needed 

For Meals on Wheels. 3rd 
Tuesday of each month.  

Call Jo Ann Brandt for  
details 352-671-1429. 

mailto:wjones@fpcocala.org


 

Thank Yous 
Our Church, Thank you for all you are doing for us.                                                       Sincerely,  John and Sue Brawner 
 

Dear FPC, I have really enjoyed the online services. Gets better each week.            Best Wishes, June Dennis 
 

Dear Ron, Thank you for thinking of e and asking Dr. Jones to call me. It was much appreciated and I look forward 
to meeting him.                                                                                                                      In Christ, Claudia Markham-Ahl 
 

In appreciation….During times like this we realize how much our friends and church family really mean to us. Your 
many expressions of sympathy in the losses of my sister and niece were sincerely appreciated and always will be 
remembered. Thank you so very much.                                                                            Evelyn Weaver 
 

Dear FPC family, Skip and I would like to thank you for including us in communications even though we aren’t reg-
ular attendees. We especially want to thank Elaine Sprowles who is Skip’s shepherd. It means a lot to maintain a 
connection with our church.  

Presbyterian Women 
Presbyterian Women – To ALL women of First Presbyterian Church of Ocala – Pat Greaves, Moderator 
 

As I write I think of all that we have missed being able to do this Spring due to the COVA-19 
pandemic; but I do hope and pray you are doing well and staying in to keep yourselves safe from 
this illness. I pray for wisdom in leading Presbyterian Women as we look towards planning for the 
Fall and getting back together in our Circles in September as we normally would do following our 
Summer break. 
 

OUR NEW STUDY BOOK, for the Fall is entitled, “Into The Light, Finding Hope Through Prayers of 
Lament.” P. Lynn Miller, author and artist, is a minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
She received her MDiv from Union Presbyterian Seminary (Richmond, Virginia), and DMin from Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, in conjunction with the University of Aberdeen, Scotland. In the Introduction we are asked 
“Why Lament?” Lament as defined in the study book: “is communication with God; broadens our prayer lives; 
connects us to the world and the God who loves it and us; helps us focus on the actual situations that lead us to 
lament; and is an opportunity to confess our faith in God whose promises are trustworthy.” 
 

So plan to sign up with your Circle Leader to order your study book as some of us get our study books when we 
subscribe to “Horizons” each year. Let’s pray that we will be back together in group study when September comes. 
God bless each one for your faithfulness to PW. 
 

As always, newcomers are welcomed to attend any Circle. If you’re interested in joining a Circle please feel free to 
contact Pat Greaves, Mod., at 362-0013. Plan to come and join in Christian fellowship in September.   
 

Many thanks to Tom Weaver who gives many hours preparing the handout that goes with the lesson and holds the 
mentoring sessions each month; and to all of our dedicated Circle Leaders and members of the Coordinating Team 
who play vital roles in keeping Presbyterian Women strong in our church. God bless each one and thanks for your 
commitment.  
 

THE COORDINATING TEAM will be meeting at a date to be set in June for planning our schedule for the Fall.  
 

THE PW FALL GATHERING will be held in late September or early October and we will conduct any business and 
take up any offerings that we were unable to do in the Spring. 
 

ALL Circle meetings, WeCare Sewing Ministry and Prayer Shawl Ministry meetings and gatherings are cancelled 
until we resume in September. 
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- Youth -  
 

Montreat Youth Conference (MYC) is designed for high school students—
from entering freshmen through graduated seniors  

— and for their group leaders. We await word from Montreat  
as to if and when we will attend a youth conference there. 

 
Children’s Bible School is tentative as of today.  

It is possible it will be held on the last week of July, 2020.  
We will keep you up-to-date. 


