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G 
alatians 6:9-10 “ 9So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest -time, if we do 
not give up. 10So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for 
those of the family of faith.”  

 

F r o m  t h e  pa s to r ’ s  D e s k  

Our Vision - Our Mission   
 

To spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to our community and the world,To be an inclusive 
downtown community of faith that seeks to embrace everyone in growing spirituality. 

 Like you, I am constantly looking to scripture for divine 

guidance. God’s word is alive and speaks to God’s people. These 

words from Paul have provided good guidance in what has been 

a great and yet challenging summer. I am grateful to all who 

have come to join our ministry team, and to all who have 

stepped up in David’s absence to keep things moving here at 

First Church. 

 In the last 60 days, we have welcomed 4 new people to our 

ministry team! Let me name them and thank them here so that you will 

know how we are all working diligently for the harvest. 

 Natasha Sudderth, our new Associate Pastor, you 

have known the longest. (Two whole months!) Not only are the 

fruits of her labor very visible on our new church website, but 

she did an admirable job of bringing everyone together while I 

was away, especially in showing love and support to David and 

Cheri during his illness. She is a fine leader, a fine preacher, 

and to those who were in church last Sunday now know, an 

amazing singer!  

 Kosumo Morashita, our new Organist/Pianist/

Accompanist/Keyboardist, has been here for two weeks. What 

talents God has given her! She is a very accomplished 

musician, a joy to work with, and a new Mom! The next time we 

pass the peace, I urge you to walk up to the chancel and 

introduce yourself. One of the things that I like about Kosumo is 

that when she plays, it is very much an act of worship. She 

truly glorifies God with her gifts. 

 Christopher Storey, our new Sound Technician, has 

been here for most of a month, working the board at the 8:15 & 

11:00 services, but those who have come at 9:30 know that he 

is also a guitarist and piano player. God sent Christopher when 

we needed him most, and he has many times “filled the gaps” 

left from David’s absence. I enjoyed making music with him this 

Sunday, and for his fine work during services, including a 

wedding last Saturday. 

 Helen Quinlan, our new Communications Specialist 

has been here for three weeks. She is in charge of   

publications like the newsletter, the Spire, the Inspire, bulletins, 

and that sort of thing. She is so talented, capable, and she has 

a sunny disposition that makes all of us smile here in the office. 

Like the others, Helen’s presence here is truly “God sent,” and I 

am so grateful that she is here. 

 I don’t know that I would have planned to bring in 4 

new employees in 60 days. I certainly wouldn’t have planned on 

losing David, even temporarily! But none of us have given up 

the idea that we do what is right, working for the good of all, 

and especially for our readers who are the “family of faith.” 

What I’m trying to say is, that this time might look like upheaval 

to some. But that is not what has happened. Natasha, Kosumo, 

Christopher, and Helen, have come together with the rest of 

the staff to make our church vibrant and alive. We are still 

getting to know each other as a staff as in turn we all get to 

know the congregation. Pray for your staff. Pray for each 

other. And let us work for the good of all, especially the family 

of faith. 



  David Bedenbaugh, Music Ministries    

Carol Gerwig McCammon  (RIGHT)  Carol comes to First Presbyterian Church of Ocala through 

transfer of membership from Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church in Tampa FL where she was a 

member for 35 years. She is a retired teacher and librarian so naturally enjoys reading and   

people, as well as needlepoint and genealogy.  In her church life, Carol has served as an elder   

and has enjoyed serving on a number of committees such as Worship and Christian  Education.     

Currently she is getting settled into her                   

home in the historic district near the church.          

Carol attends the 11:00 service. 

Virginia “Ginny” Miller (LEFT) Thanks to a friend,   

Virginia Miller learned about First Presbyterian Church, 

visited, and found her church home.  Ginny, as she likes 

to be called, is a retired LPN who previously worked for 

Heart of Florida. Ginny has 3 children, one of whom lives with her in Ocala.  Ginny attends the 8:15 

service and is anxious to get involved in the life of the church. She has many interests, but a par-

ticular interest in arts and crafts. She enjoys making and selling jewelry as a hobby. Ginny previ-

ously belonged to a Dutch Reformed Church in New  Jersey and recently joined First Presbyterian 

Church of Ocala by profession of faith.  Please welcome Ginny. 

People can never predict when hard times might come. Like fish in a net or birds in a trap, people are caught by sudden tragedy. Ecclesiastes 9:12  
 

Praise be to the Lord… We have escaped like a bird from the fowler’s snare; the snare has been broken, and we have escaped. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. Psalm 124:6-8 

 
 The month of June, I had begun to get back into jogging, in hopes it would help my endurance and stamina on the tennis court,  which I had been    

struggling with for several years. During these jogs I noticed a slight pressure over my sternum when I increased my speed, which went away when I resumed a 
slower tempo. I made a note of it and wondered if I was just out of shape.  

 A few weeks later towards the end of June, one Sunday morning at the 11:00 service, I began to feel a strange sense of doom. Cheri and I headed to the 

local Quickcare to check it out, and yes, something was off - my EKG results turned up abnormal. Off the ER we went. After six hours of tests and rescheduling my 
responsibilities for the afternoon, the doctor sent me home with reassurances that I would be fine and to follow up with my cardiologist and family doctors. Later 

the next week, to my great alarm, they both recommended a heart catheterization to find out what was happening.  

 My last day at work was Tuesday July 3. I spent the next week on bed rest, waiting for the procedure. Little did I know this very long week of rest 
would become my life for the next two months. When the morning of July 10 th finally arrived I was in good spirits. Family and friends accompanied me to Monroe 

Regional Medical Hospital. The doctor greeted me warmly, and after listening to my history, reassured me of a good prognosis,  a 15% chance of finding anything 
at all. Thirty minutes later, the world became a waking nightmare. The reality was far worse than anyone could have ever pred icted. In spite of feeling perfectly 

healthy, I was in really bad shape. I had severe coronary artery disease, and multiple bypass surgery was the only way forward.  

 In shock, we all went home that night intending to schedule the surgery as soon as possible. After a very bad night and worse morning, I was back at 
the ER, this time by ambulance. After a few hours I was admitted to a room and miraculously the operation was scheduled for the next morning, July 12. This was 

the turning point. God heard the prayers and thoughts of so many people! The surgery was a success, and what began as a gruel ing recovery quickly became 
something manageable and is now just a matter of rest and slowly ramping up activity.  

 Throughout this difficulty others and myself were often in prayer. I will tell you I had no supernatural experience, and that even though I knew God was 

with me, I had no greater sense of God’s presence with me than I usually experience. But I can say, I have recorded every detail of this ordeal, and as I look over 
the details, I see the hand of God. At each stage of these developments, God was guiding and ordering each step, bringing me to the right person, giving the   

doctors the right instincts and helping us all make the right decisions, all of which has come together to save my life.  

  Welcome New Members 



…..Thank you so much for recognizing me as a graduating senior. Also thank you for the bag 

of gifts I appreciated all of them so much, Cale Russell. 

…..Thank you so much for allowing me to share my Mother’s Day Concert with our church 

family. I am humbled by the amount of support that I received and now I will get to study and sing 

with some of the world’s greatest professors! Thank you for showing such grace and for helping 

me further my education. God Bless you all and as the say in Italy: Arrivederci, Victoria Sexton 

…..Thank you Charles was so pleased to receive cards, flowers and visits from the church 

staff and long time members, he almost stayed at Hawthorne Rehab a little longer to bask in all the attention. Thanks, folks, for the  

encouragement. He’s home now! Prayers are always welcome. Jane Hutcheson 

…..Thank you for the scholarship you have given me. It will help tremendously with my studies this summer and fall. Thanks again,  

Elizabeth Lee 

…..Thank you seems so inadequate but the love and support you have shown to our family is the glue that has held us together following 

our loss of Mikey.  God truly blessed us with the best church family anyone could have and we thank him every day.  Please continue to keep 
us in your prayers as we adjust to life without him. God Bless each of you. Janice Kelly and family. 

  Thank You’s 

  FPC’S 2018 Adult Christian Education Classes 

Adult Sunday School Classes 

The Blakely Class studies the Uniform Bible Lessons, The class will be held at 9:45 a.m. in Room 2 in the    

Education Building and is moderated by Jean Morse with other substitutes. This class starts September 9.  

 

Great Figures of the New Testament  by Amy-Jill Levine. The class is held at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference 

Room beginning September 9. The moderator is Nita Williams.  

 

Adult Christian Education Classes 

All study books are available in the church office at no cost. 
 

Why Evil Exists study with Jeanne Vincent beginning Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the conference 

room  

starting September 12.  

 

Faith Sisters  will begin studying The Present Word: Covenant with God  a Uniform Bible Lesson. This 

class, held  

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. in the parlor,  begins on September 11, and is moderated by  

Elaine Cox (elaine.grammie.cox@gmail.com). 

  

Bible Classes with Steve Vincent will start late September. More information to come. 

 

Disciple  XIV the study book is —1 KINGS: 12-22   The Kingdom Divides,  This class begins its fall       

meetings on Wednesday, September 13, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 1.  Newcomers are welcome to join the group! 

For information, contact  Barbara Parks (854-9269) or Tom Weaver (622-6028).   



 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church Ocala gives thanks for the life of Harriet Berman, 

a longtime member who joined the saints of light on July 13th. We also 

gives thanks for the life of Helen Lawton, a longtime member who joined 

the saints of light on July 14th. Donations may be made to the First  

Presbyterian Church Ocala Music Fund. Laird Manning a longtime member 

who joined the saints of light on July 28th. With believers of every time and 

every place, we rejoice that nothing in life or death can separate us from the 

love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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Spencer Barrett 

Bill Bowen 

Leighton Luther 

Skip McDonald 

4 

Kevin Brooks 

Caroline Cook 

Carolyn Weldon 

6 

Jeff Baker 

Carla Marshall 

Diane Morthland 

8 

Ella Charnley 

Jeff Grodi 

Mac MacKay 

Caroline  

Schlenker 

9 

Marilyn Allsopp 

10 

Carlton Curtis 

11 

Roger Drummond 

Kylie Gankiewicz 

13 

Ken MacKay 

Chris Gilman 

Ruthanne Reiss 

16  

Luke Patrick 

Lloyd Kaufman 

18 

Jim Giles 

Blue Montsdeoca 

20 

Jeanette Bryant 

Lois Dolin 

Rusty Juergens 

21 

John Kirk 

Richard Kirk 

Jenney Sims 

22 

Oleda Woods 

23 

Sarah Bennett 

 25  

Richard Faust 

Paralee Johnson 

27  

Cathy Edwards 

Dave Taylor 

 

 

 

28 

Martha Cieplinski 

Barbara Tomyn 

Bob Wilton 

29  

June Dunn 

Rose Roberts 

30 

Pat Bald 

Hope Hasselkus 

Ann O’Hart 

 

Remember This Month in Prayer 
 

Ruth Albright (Brentwood at Fore Ranch, please call before visiting), Kayla Ali (granddaughter of Yvonne Simms), 
Cheri and David Bedenbaugh, The family of Harriet Berman, Andy Boyer (Fran Gilchrist’s son-in-law), Martha 

Caro (friend of Mary Beth Olson), Elinor Carr (Dr. Watson’s mother, in Hospice), Ellen Drummond (Brookdale), 
Ruth Fraser, Jamii Fuseler (the Pickards’ niece), Rosie Gee (Select Specialty Hospital, Gainesville), Joyce Heenie, 
Maxine Heinbockel (John Heinbockel’s mother, Ocala Health & Rehab), Mitch and Jazmin Herbert and Jackson 

Herbert, Wells Kilgore (Dr. Watson’s friend), Biddie Kirk (The Windsor), Lois Lance, the family of Helen     
Lawton, Ron McMillin, Celine Mack (Oakhurst), Anna Marie Miller, Gloria Miller, Maria Myers (Hampton Man-
or), Ray Newhouse (Pat Bishop’s brother), Kim and Charlene Preston and family, Dave Proctor (missionary and 
Sue Straub’s son-in-law), John Reynolds (Suzy Heinbockel’s brother), Norma Rivera (Sarah Overfelt’s friend), 
Janice Schafer (Palm Garden), Martha Sevilla (Danny Arango’s mother-in-law), Bill Shirley, Tom Shurlknight 

(Ellen Matthews’ cousin), Vincent Devlan Shotwell, Keith Shotwell, and  Steve Shotwell, Betty Jeanne Spen-
cer (Lady Lake Specialty Care), Charlotte Symonds (Ruth Elswood’s daughter serving in Iraq), Sally Williams, Bob 

Wilton, HELPS Ministries in India, our sister church in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, those in the US and other  
countries recovering from recent natural disasters, first responders and their families, our men and women serving in 

the armed forces and their families.   

  August Birthdays               



 

ALREADY rebuilt   MULTIPLE TIMES     
IS NEAR THE END OF ITS  LIFE 
 

 

WILL ENHANCE worship             AND CONCERTS 

 

Greet ‘n’ Eat Time! 
 

Out to Dinner Fellowship  
set for Thursday, August 16 

This group meets the third Thursday of each month  

at 5:30 p.m. at different restaurants in the Ocala 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Out to Dinner group will meet on 

Thursday,  August 16 at 
Carmichael’s Family Restaurant 

3105 E. Silver Springs Blvd.  
Newcomers are urged to attend.  

Make reservations by contacting Evelyn and 
Tom Weaver (622-6028) by noon Monday, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of us from FPC attended the memorial service 

for Meredith, 29, and her precious unborn child at 

First Baptist Church, Leesburg, where she and her 

family were members. 

 

Not surprisingly, there were approximately five to 

seven hundred people there who loved Meredith and 

her family. The huge question we all had on our 

hearts is WHY DID THIS HAPPEN? As difficult as 

it was, her Pastor, Cliff Lea delivered a most powerful 

message from Deuteronomy 29:29. “The secret 

things belong to our Lord and God, but the things 

revealed belong to us and to our children forever”. 

He said our God is all knowing and the things we do 

not know or understand are secrets of HIS HEART. 

May we continue to pray for her Mom and Dad, Kim 

and Charlene, her husband Blake and both the  

Dawson and Preston families. 

 

Jane Scott 

Blood Drive! The Big Red Bus will be in 
the parking lot on Sunday, August 12 
from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. YES YOU CAN 
donate if you have High Blood Pressure, are 
Diabetic, or are one year cancer-free. No 
upper age limit  - most meds and conditions 
are OK. 

Attendance           

Worship services 7/1 7/8 7/15 7/22 7/29 

8:15 a.m. 40 42 41 38 35 

9:30 a.m. 76 76 71 84 116 

11:00 a.m. 114 81 71 76 92 

Total 230 199 183 198 243 

The Steinway Fund to purchase a new Steinway for our sanc-
tuary and a new upright piano for Fellowship Hall has already 
received $56,993 towards our goal of $88,000. The Session is 
asking the congregation if they would like to make gifts to the 
fund. If you wish to help us improve our music’s sound, please 
mark your donation “piano.” Thank you for your generosity. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  The Steinway Fund  

In Remembrance of  

Meredith Preston 

Dawson and Baby 

Dawson 



Thank you to all the volunteers for your 
time and energy this week for  

Vacation Bible School – Shipwrecked.  
Thank you to all the families and children 
who, in God’s loving spirit, brought joy and 

fun to all who attended. 

  FPC’S 2018 Vacation Bible School 



  Presbyterian Women 
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